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I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in Me and I in him,
he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from Me you can do nothing.
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Our mission is sharing the saving love of Jesus
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The Good News in Action
 PREPARATION 
OPENING HYMN

5

The world against me rages,
Its fury I disdain;
Though bitter war it wages,
Its work is all in vain.
My heart from care is free,
No trouble troubles me.
Misfortune now is play,
And night is bright as day.
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He brings me to the portal
That leads to bliss untold,
Whereon this rhyme immortal
Is found in script of gold:
“Who there My cross has shared
Finds here a crown prepared;
Who there with Me has died
Shall here be glorified.”

“Awake, My Heart, with Gladness”
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Text and tune: Public domain
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Now I will cling forever
To Christ, my Savior true;
My Lord will leave me never,
Whate’er He passes through.
He rends death’s iron chain;
He breaks through sin and pain;
He shatters hell’s grim thrall;
I follow Him through all.
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INVOCATION, CONFESSION, AND ABSOLUTION
Pastor:
People:

In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

P

Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our
Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.

P
C
P
C

Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.
I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,
and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.

P
C

O almighty God, merciful Father,
I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I
have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment.
But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your
boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of
Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.

P

Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the
Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of
my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son
and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

C

KYRIE

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS
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SALUTATION AND PRAYER OF THE DAY
Pastor: The Lord be with you.
People: And with thy spirit.
Pastor: Let us pray together the prayer of the day.

COLLECT OF THE DAY
C O God, You make the minds of Your faithful to be of one will. Grant that we may love
what You have commanded and desire what You promise, that among the many
changes of this world our hearts may be fixed where true joys are found; through
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever. Amen.

FIRST READING

Acts 8:26–40

26

An angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Rise and go toward the south to the road that goes down from
Jerusalem to Gaza.” This is a desert place. 27And he rose and went. And there was an Ethiopian, a eunuch,
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a court official of Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, who was in charge of all her treasure. He had come to
Jerusalem to worship 28and was returning, seated in his chariot, and he was reading the prophet Isaiah.
29
And the Spirit said to Philip, “Go over and join this chariot.” 30So Philip ran to him and heard him reading
Isaiah the prophet and asked, “Do you understand what you are reading?” 31And he said, “How can I,
unless someone guides me?” And he invited Philip to come up and sit with him. 32Now the passage of the
Scripture that he was reading was this: “Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter and like a lamb before its
shearer is silent, so he opens not his mouth. 33In his humiliation justice was denied him. Who can describe
his generation? For his life is taken away from the earth.” 34And the eunuch said to Philip, “About whom, I
ask you, does the prophet say this, about himself or about someone else?” 35Then Philip opened his mouth,
and beginning with this Scripture he told him the good news about Jesus. 36And as they were going along
the road they came to some water, and the eunuch said, “See, here is water! What prevents me from being
baptized?” 38And he commanded the chariot to stop, and they both went down into the water, Philip and the
eunuch, and he baptized him. 39And when they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord carried Philip
away, and the eunuch saw him no more, and went on his way rejoicing. 40But Philip found himself at Azotus,
and as he passed through he preached the gospel to all the towns until he came to Caesarea.

L

This is the Word of the Lord.

C Thanks be to God.

EPISTLE READING

1 John 4:1–21

1

Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from God, for many false
prophets have gone out into the world. 2By this you know the Spirit of God: every spirit that confesses that
Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is from God, 3and every spirit that does not confess Jesus is not from
God. This is the spirit of the antichrist, which you heard was coming and now is in the world already. 4Little
children, you are from God and have overcome them, for he who is in you is greater than he who is in the
world. 5They are from the world; therefore they speak from the world, and the world listens to them. 6We are
from God. Whoever knows God listens to us; whoever is not from God does not listen to us. By this we
know the Spirit of truth and the spirit of error. 7Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, and
whoever loves has been born of God and knows God. 8Anyone who does not love does not know God,
because God is love. 9In this the love of God was made manifest among us, that God sent his only Son into
the world, so that we might live through him. 10In this is love, not that we have loved God but that he loved
us and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins. 11Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love
one another. 12No one has ever seen God; if we love one another, God abides in us and his love is
perfected in us. 13By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us of his Spirit.
14
And we have seen and testify that the Father has sent his Son to be the Savior of the world. 15Whoever
confesses that Jesus is the Son of God, God abides in him, and he in God. 16So we have come to know and
to believe the love that God has for us. God is love, and whoever abides in love abides in God, and God
abides in him. 17By this is love perfected with us, so that we may have confidence for the day of judgment,
because as he is so also are we in this world. 18There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear. For
fear has to do with punishment, and whoever fears has not been perfected in love. 19We love because he
first loved us. 20If anyone says, “I love God,” and hates his brother, he is a liar; for he who does not love his
brother whom he has seen cannot love God whom he has not seen. 21And this commandment we have
from him: whoever loves God must also love his brother.

L This is the Word of the Lord.

C

Thanks be to God.

ALLELUIA AND VERSE
C
Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia.
Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 15th chapter.
People: Glory to You, O Lord.

HOLY GOSPEL

John 15:1–8
[Jesus said:] “I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinedresser. Every branch of mine that
does not bear fruit he takes away, and every branch that does bear fruit he prunes, that it may
bear more fruit. 3Already you are clean because of the word that I have spoken to you. 4Abide in
1

2
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me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit by itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can
you, unless you abide in me. 5I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me and I in
him, he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing. 6If anyone does not abide
in me he is thrown away like a branch and withers; and the branches are gathered, thrown into the
fire, and burned. 7If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will
be done for you. 8By this my Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit and so prove to be my
disciples.”
Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
People: Praise to You, O Christ.

NICENE CREED
I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all things
visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of his Father
before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who for us men
and for our salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the
virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He
suffered and was buried. And on the third day he rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father. And he will come
again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the Father
and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who
spoke by the prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I
acknowledge one baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the
dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.

HYMN OF THE DAY

“Christ the Eternal Lord”
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LSB 829

Text: © 1999 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003637 Tune: Public domain

SERMON
OFFERTORY

“The Good News in Action”

“Create in Me…”

Acts 8:26-40
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OFFERING

(The offering plate and generic offering envelopes are available on the table
in the narthex. For electronic giving, please see “Resources” tab at the top of the home
page on Trinity’s website - - www.trinityaubne.org)

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
7

Service of the Sacrament
Guests and Members please read—What we believe about the Sacrament of the Altar

LORD’S SUPPER: God’s Word teaches the Real Presence of Christ’s body and blood invisibly in, with and
under the bread and wine for the forgiveness of sins. We take seriously the spiritual care of those who
commune at our altar. The Word of God states that no one offend against Christ and His Word by denying
His true presence and its promise and seal of forgiveness. Because those who eat and drink our Lord’s body
and blood unworthily do so to their great harm (see 1 Cor. 11:27-29) and because Holy Communion is a
confession of what is taught and believed at this altar (1 Cor. 11:26), any who are not yet instructed, in
doubt, or who hold a confession (beliefs) differing from that of this congregation (that is, belong to another
church body or denomination) and yet desire to receive the sacrament, will want to first speak with the
pastor before communing. As a courtesy, guests from sister congregations of The LCMS or from
congregations of the American Association of Lutheran Churches (AALC) are also asked to introduce
themselves to the pastor before communing.
Other communion information:
o Baptismal blessing: If you are not a communicant member of The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod (LCMS) or
The American Association of Lutheran Churches (AALC) (that is, one who has been instructed in the faith,
confirmed and is currently in good standing) but have been baptized, we invite you to come forward during
Communion to receive a Baptismal blessing from the pastor. We simply ask you to indicate such by crossing your
arms over your chest as you kneel/stand at the Communion rail.
o Communion in the pews: If you are unable to walk to the communion rail, please contact an elder so that
communion may be brought to you in the pew.
o Gluten-Free Communion wafers are available during the Lord’s Supper if you have a dietary intolerance to
gluten, wheat, dairy, yeast, egg, soy, nut or corn. If you desire a gluten-free host during Communion, please notify
Pastor or the head elder before the service and you will be served that in place of the regular communion wafer.
o For anyone who is not able to drink alcohol, near the middle of each tray, three individual cups will be located
that have one drop of wine diluted with water. They will be recognized by their lighter color. If you have
questions, please see pastor.
Communion Statement
Please read/review what we believe about the Sacrament of the Altar as printed in the bulletin. In registering for
communion today, I agree with the following statements.
+ I am a sinner by nature and by what I say, do, and think.
+ I am truly sorry for my sins—the ways that I have disobeyed God and hurt others.
+ I want the Holy Spirit to enable me to turn away from my sinful ways, to follow Jesus in faith more consistently and to
grow in loving and forgiving others as the Lord has first loved and forgiven me.
+ I truly believe that Jesus is my Savior—the only One who can rescue me from the eternal punishment I deserve because
of my sin.
+ I truly believe Jesus’ words, “This is my body…This is my blood…”—that He is bodily present in, with, and under the
bread and wine in the Sacrament giving Himself to me to eat and to drink to assure me that God fully forgives my sins.
+ I agree with what Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod believes, teaches and confesses.

Preface
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P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our
Lord, …. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we
laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:

Sanctus

LSB 195

Lord's Prayer

LSB 196

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,
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Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

The Words of Our Lord

LSB 197

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He
had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My
T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

P In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He
gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T
blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it,
in remembrance of Me.”

Pax Domini
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P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C Amen.

Agnus Dei
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Distribution
The pastor and those who assist him receive the body and blood of Christ first and then
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distribute them to those who come to receive, saying:
Take, eat; this is the true body of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, given into death
for your sins. C
Amen.
Take, drink; this is the true blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, shed for the
forgiveness of your sins. C
Amen.
In dismissing the communicants, the following is said:
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in
body and soul to life everlasting. Depart T in peace. C Amen.

Distribution Hymns
“Baptismal Waters Cover Me”

LSB 616

Text: © 2003 Kurt E. Reinhardt. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003637 Tune: Public domain

“Beautiful Savior”

LSB 537
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Tune and text: Public domain

“Jesus Lives! The Victory’s Won”
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Text and tune: Public domain

Nunc Dimittis

LSB 199
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Thanksgiving

LSB 200

A Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary
gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the
same in faith toward You and fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ,
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.
C Amen.
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Salutation and Benedicamus

Benediction

LSB 202

P The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.
C Amen.

Acknowledgments
Divine Service, Setting Three from Lutheran Service Book
Unless otherwise indicated, all scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version, copyright © 2001 by
Crossway Bibles, a division of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

IN OUR PRAYERS THIS WEEK, we pray to our merciful Heavenly Father for:
Healing and strengthened faith in Christ for those who are ill: Suzy Lake (daughter of Glen Hogue and Rita
Hogue), and all those in special need.
 Our missionary: Licensed Deacon Tulio Meza. Pray that the Lord will continue to bless Tulio with wisdom and all
he needs as he works with others in the Comayaguela congregation to care for each other and bring the good news
about Jesus to others in their area. Pray also that the Lord will raise up more people and congregations to provide
prayer and financial support for Tulio.
 Others in foreign missions: Papua New Guinea: Martin & Marie Dicke; Grand Cayman, Jamaica, Puerto Rico:
Rev. Charles & Deborah St-Onge & Family; Dominican Republic: Rev. Joel & Clarion Fritsche & Family, Bill & Nicole
Lohmeyer & Family and Erin Mackenzie; Africa Radio Ministries: Rev. John & Kathy Duitsman: Mongolia: Rev.
David & Rachel Baker & Family; Southeast Asia: Rev. Charles & Cheryl Ferry & Family; Spain: Rev. Adam &
Christine Lehman & Family.


THOSE CELEBRATING SPECIAL DAYS THIS WEEK:
Birthdays: 5/2: Michael Curry; 5/5: Sadie Chaney; 5/6: Junia Fields
Baptisms: 5/2: Ella Ackley; 5/6: Amanda Fritz, Lori Parrish
Anniversaries: none this week
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SUN – 5/2
9:00 AM
Worship with
Holy
Communion

MON – 5/3

TUE – 5/4

8:15 11:45 AM
Preschool

8:15 11:45 AM
Preschool

10:15 AM
Sunday School
& Adult Bible
Study

WED – 5/5

THU – 5/6

8:15 - 11:45
AM Preschool

8:15 - 11:45
AM Preschool

FRI –
5/7

SAT –
5/8

SUN – 5/9
9:00 AM
Worship

7:00 PM
Board of
Elders

THE GOSPEL AT WORK
Christ’s Servants Today:

Our Thankful Response to Christ’s Love:

Elder................... Mike Zaruba
Worship attendance ................................. 47
Asst Elder......... Doug Lueders
Sunday School attendance ....................... 7
Organist............ Sandy Wilson
Offering ................................................ NA
Acolyte....................................
(Weekly Budget ........................... $4052.00)
Lessons for next Sunday: Acts 10:34-48; 1 John 5:1-8; John 15:9-17
Adult Bible Study: Today we’ll watch the 2nd segment of a video entitled “Walther.” It is about C.F.W. Walther, the first
President of The Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod. He was a man who sacrificed his homeland, his health, nearly his
life… for the freedom to speak freely, to believe freely, to live freely… for his church and the faith of those he loved…
and for us who would come after. Please join us!
Sunday School 2020-2021: No Sunday School on Mother’s Day, May 9. Classes will meet on May 16
and May 23.
ATTN All Members: Please check out the Trinity website for photos of Sunday School activities. Despite
Covid-19 obstacles, we are conducting classes. www.trinityaubne.org.
A Life Quote from Lutherans For Life • www.lutheransforlife.org “We pray in our services for ‘the race of man’ not
the races of man. There is only one race. All else are ethnic, national, cultural, or other differences. We’ve past
histories to trouble us to be sure—like the Irish and the English, the Jew and the Christian, the Greek and the Ottoman
Turk, and the slave and the slave owner—but there is no place from which a genuine reconciliation can emerge today,
except in Christ. The goal is fellowship, brotherhood in Christ.” James M. Kushiner, The Fellowship of St. James
This week on KFUO.org, begin studying 2 Peter on Sharper Iron (weekdays at 8:00 a.m. CT), hear about 1 Kings 810 on Thy Strong Word (weekdays at 11:00 a.m. CT), and worship with us in Daily Chapel at 10:00 a.m. CT. Find
your favorite podcasts on demand at kfuo.org or on your podcast app!
Changes in Covid Procedures: At their meeting on Tuesday, the Board of Elders made two changes to our Covid
procedures. 1. The use of masks has been changed from “strongly encouraged” to “encouraged.” 2. All of the
entrances to the church will be re-opened to enter and exit the building. These changes will begin immediately.
Note: While the social distancing markers have been taken off the pews and the communion rail, please continue to
observe social distancing when you are here for worship. Thanks!
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Announcements May 2, 2021
Fifth Sunday of Easter
Thank you to:
 Chantelle Wilke, Emily Crotty, Kay Bogle, Becky Lueders, Lori Parrish, Merri Johnson, Pat Maddox,
Judith Ruskamp, Susan Johnston, Sandy Wilson, the Youth Group and Sarah Bogdanoff for all their
work in cleaning various parts of the church. It looks great!
Needs a New Home: FREE! Large, older style TV is available. It works, but does not have a remote. See it on the
table in the Fellowship Hall. It needs to be removed by June 1st.
Please Check the Table in the Fellowship Hall: to reclaim your cookware left at church for previous events, and to
check out free items being given away.
Church Cleaning: There are still tasks needing to be done. Please see the list on the refrigerator in the kitchen or
contact Merri Johnson by phone, text or email at 402-274-7011, merrigs40@gmail.com. Thank you to those who have
already helped.
Technology Assistance Needed: In our effort to begin live-streaming our worship services, some help is needed with
technology. If you have experience and/or interest in helping to install/organize/run this, please contact Rich Scotter at
531-289-0736 or r.scotter@hotmail.com. Thanks!
Update on Eliminating Our Bank Loan Balance: At the Voters’ meeting on April 19, Rich Tanderup, treasurer of
the congregation, reported that the daycare loan balance is down to $15,838.90 as of March 31st. Praise God from
Whom all blessings flow! Thank you to everyone who has helped reduce this debt by giving gifts so far, whether
through the Trinity Lutheran Foundation or the “Give Thanks/Give Back” program. We’ve already met our goal for
this year of reducing the debt by $10,000. Let’s keep the momentum going and continue reducing this debt or
eliminate it completely. Please make checks payable to the “Trinity Lutheran Foundation” and put “Debt Reduction”
in the memo line. If you have any questions, please contact Paul Hinrichs from the Board of Stewardship or Brad
Johnson from the Foundation. Thanks again for your help with this effort!
St. John Lutheran in Beemer, NE and Zion Lutheran, rural Bancroft, NE and Peace Lutheran in Arbor Vitae,
WI have extended calls to Pastor Rathjen to serve as their next Pastor. Please feel free to share any counsel you
might have with Pastor. Please also keep Pastor Rathjen and his family in your prayers as he considers the call to
serve those congregations. Thanks!
Preschool Life-Learning Project – See the poster in the narthex! The Preschool still needs new or
gently used small toys (fit easily in a shopping bag), books, and fun items for the ‘store’ in the preschool.
Our Preschoolers will spend “tickets” earned throughout the school year. Donation box is in the
Fellowship Hall.
Thank you for supporting our little ones in the Trinity Preschool family!
“The Lord is My Refuge” Bible Verse of the Week:
John 15:5, ESV: I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it is that bears much
fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing.
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